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Abstract
Child labor is a serious world phenomenon that affects child’s rights. In general, child labor reflects any form of child
employment whether it is hazardous or not-hazardous to children’s welfare. Millions of children are working around
the world in order to assist their destitute family, or themselves. It is so unfortunate that many are also forced to
involve in dangerous employment like armed forces, drug trafficking and sexual exploitation. This clearly violates
children rights especially the right to receive kind treatment, maintenance, good health and education. In Islam,
children are regarded as bounties from Allah the Almighty and should be loved and cherished. This paper examines an
Islamic overview on child labor and how children should be protected. Our analysis extends to certain means that
Islamic law may offer to further protect children from labor. For that purpose, the analysis will involve examination on
Islamic perspectives on the role of the government in combating child labor and what are the preventive measures
that may be undertaken in order to prevent child labor. ©International Islamic University Malaysia.
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* This paper was partially presented in IAFOR International Conference on Social Sciences (ICSS Dubai 2016), Dubai,
27th – 29th February 2016. This research is funded by Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) FRGS grant. 2 See Faraaz
Siddiqi Harry Anthony Patrinos, “Child Labor: Issues, Causes and Interventions”, Human Resources and Operations
Policy Department and Education and Social Policy Department, (no date) 1 & 2. 3 World Report on Child Labor 2015:
Paving the Way to Decent Work for Young People, International Labor Office. (Geneva: ILO, 2015), 15. 4 International
Labor Organization (ILO), Global Estimates And Trends 2000-2012, Making Progress Against Child Labor,
International Labor Office, (2013), 18. 5 See the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, Article 32 (1). 6 See
the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 1999, art. 15. 7 See Covenant on the Rights of the Child in
Islam 2004, art 18(1).
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